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The first-ever systematic academic text for the first years of formation of deacons. This collection of

essays on history, pastoral theology, and sociology covers the entire scope of diaconal life.
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I purchased this book from a vendor at a deacon's continuing education conference (sorry !

Disclosure: I'm not a deacon; I was hired by the conference to provide AV support.)As I discern if

I'm called to the order of deacons, I found this book very insightful and provided great depth without

a steep learning curve. Previously, I had read some about the theology of a deacon, but nothing

compared to the ease of reading of this material. That being said, the material was "easy" or "light";

it was easy to read while challenging my academic and spiritual senses.If you're interested in the

meaning of "deacon", read this book. Look up the Catholic Press Association book awards, this text

just won a few.

As someone who is seriously considering a calling to the permanent diaconate, I found this book to



be outstanding! It is a comprehensive discussion of all aspects of the ministry. I was especially

impressed by the easy to read style that is appropriate for individuals who may be discerning a

calling, but who do not have significant experience reading the usually dense writing styles of

theological treatises.It did a wonderful job of encouraging me to continue discerning my call to

ordained ministry, while affirming my existing ministry in the "diaconate of the laity"!

This book is a collection of several essays all on the permanent diaconate. I read this book from the

disposition of being interested in someday possibly pursuing a calling to the diaconate, but it is

meant for anyone with an interest in learning more about the diaconate. The first several essays go

through the history of the diaconate, and it is actually quite fascinating. The history "ends" with the

permanent diaconate really coming into the forefront at Vatican II. The essays spend a lot of time

discussing Vatican II and the diaconate, something I had never known about before. Lots of good

information.The book discussed what it is that deacons do. Basically, they are thought of as a

"bridge" between the laity and the ordained. They are of the world, yet they have undergone holy

orders. There is an essay on deacons and their familys. Specifically, one essay talks about a study

that was taken in Cleveland concerning deacons and their wives as far as their level of happiness,

time together, etc went.I have a much better understanding of the diaconate, as well as a much

better appreciation for it after reading this book. It is still several years until it's even legal for me to

consider schooling for the deaconate, but this book has given me a lot to ponder and think about.

Definitely a step in the right direction.

What exactly is a Deacon? How does a Deacon relate to laity and other clergy? Why is the

Diaconate needed in the Latin church after laying dormant for centuries? In a series of writings this

book explores these and many other questions. A must for those in formation or discerning a call to

the diaconate, this is also an outstanding reference for those who were ordained many years ago.

Very helpful essays for understanding the ministry of the permanent deacon in the Catholic Church.

These cover history, ecclesiology, spirituality and other aspects of the diaconate, including

dicussion,of deacon's wives. I highly recommend this collection.

As someone going through the permanent diaconate application process, this book is terrific for

gaining a deeper understanding of the order of deacon in the Roman Catholic church. The breadth

of topics is good and the writing is accessible. If you want to have a good idea of what you believe is



your vocation in the church, then this book is wholeheartedly recommended.

This is an excellent read for anyone considering the vocational call of the permanent diaconate. I

am a new Aspirant in my diocesan program and this book is really helping me to understand what

would be expected of me if I should, God willing, be ordained in a few years. Highly recommended!

The Deacon reader was an excellent book even though it was written for Catholics it was still very

informative even for Anglican like myself. I highly recommended it for anyone thinking about going

through the Diaconate process.
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